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SUBJECT: THE SPIRIT OF XMAS IN CAIRO- 1977 

1 . XMAS PARTIES ARE NOT NORMALLY PROPER SUBJECT FOR 
REPORTING, BUT AMBASSADOR S RECEPTION LAST EVENING AT 
RESIDENCE HAD UNIQUE CHARACTER AND WARRANTS BRIEF COMMENT. 
IN ADDITION REGULAR EGYPTIAN AND AMERICAN GUESTS, THE 
MEMBERS OF THE EGYPTIAN AND ISRAELI DELEGATIONS TO CAIRO 
CONFERENCE WERE INVITED. BOTH DELEGATIONS ACCEPTED AND 
TURNED OUT IN FULL FORCE. APOSTOLIC DELEGATE IN CAIRO 

AND SPECIAL VATICAN EMISSARY MONSIGNOR MONTERISI 
WERE ALSO INVITED AND APPEARED. PURPOSE WAS TO GIVE 
MONSIGNOR OPPORTUNITY CHAT, INFORMALLY, WITH VARIOUS 
DELEGATION MEMBERS. (GENERAL SIILASVUO AND HIS UNEF 
COLLEAGUES WERE ALSO INVITED, BUT DID NOT APPEAR, 

PRESUMABLY BECAUSE THEY HAD BEEN AT RESIDENCE FEW DAYS 
EARLIER.) 

2. SEVERAL MEMBERS OF EGYPTIAN DELEGATION, WHO ARRIVED 
BEFORE ISRAELIS, COMMENTED THAT THEY HAD THUS FAR HAD VERY 
LITTLE SOCIAL CONTACT WITH ISRAELIS AT MENA HOUSE. IF 

THIS IS TRUE, THEY MADE UP FOR IT AND WERE SOON ENGAGED 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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IN ANIMATED TALKS WITH ISRAELI COUNTERPARTS. THE TWO 
GENERALS. MAGDUB AND TAMIR, WHO IN SIZE ARE THE LONG AND 
THE SHORT OF IT, SPENT MOST OF THE EVENING TALKING 
TOGETHER. AMONG OTHER THINGS, THEY WORKED OUT HOW LONG 
IT WILL TAKE TO DRIVE FROM TEL AVIV TO CAIRO-BY CAR. 

OSAMA AL-BAZ ARRIVED LATE AND RUSHED UP TO ROSENNE AND 
SLAPPED HIM ON THE BACK AS THOUGH THEY WERE LONG-LOST 
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BROTHERS. 

3. MONTERISI WAS ABLE TO CHAT PRIVATELY. AND SEPARATELY, 
WITH BEN ELISSAR, ABDEL MEGUID AND ROY ATHERTON. 

4. FOR MANY OF THE EGYPTIANS PRESENT. THIS WAS THEIR 
FIRST DIRECT EXPOSURE TO ISRAELIS. THEIR CURIOSITY WAS 
EVIDENT. BEN ELISSAR WAS LIONIZED AND DID AN EXCELLENT 
JOB IN MEETING PEOPLE. IN FACT, HE SEEMED MORE INTERESTED 
IN MEETING EGYPTIANS THAN AMERICANS. MEIR ROSENNE, PATIR 
AND CHEFETS ALSO OBVIOUSLY ENJOYED FRATERNIZING WITH 
EGYPTIAN AND AMERICAN GUESTS. ONE YOUNG EGYPTIAN LADY 
TOLD AMBASSADOR AFTERWARDS THAT SHE HAD NEVER MET AN 
ISRAELI BEFORE AND DID NOT KNOW WHAT TO SAY TO HIM. IN 
ORDER MAKE LIGHT CONVERSATION, SHE ASKED IF HE HAD EVER 
BEEN IN EGYPT BEFORE. SHE RECEIVED RATHER SURPRISED 
REPLY, "NOT LI KE LY." 

5. HIGHLIGHT OF EVENING WAS BEN ELISSAR. ABDEL MEGUID 

AND MONTERISI JOINING IN THE CHRISTMAS CAROLING AND SEEMING 
TO ENJOY IT. THEY MAY NOT HAVE KNOWN THE WORDS, BUT THE 
SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS AND PEACE WAS CLEARLY IN THE AIR. 
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